
Rabbi	Lauren	Tuchman	Webinar	Series	Week	3

When	Our	Basic	Values	Aren’t	So											
Basic	Anymore	



Questions	during	the	webinar?

Please	chat	at	Daniella	in	the	chat	box	any	
questions.

Please	place	yourself	on	mute	to	lessen	
background	noise.	Thank	you!

Please	note:	all	Q&A	will	happen	at	the	end	of	the	
session.



Source	1:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud	
Taanit	20AB

 השעמ זראכ השק אהי לאו הנקכ ךר םדא אהי םלועל ןנבר ונת
 בוכר היהו ובר תיבמ רודג לדגממ ןועמש )'ר ןב( רזעלא יבר אבש
 ותעד התיהו הלודג החמש חמשו רהנ תפש לע לייטמו רומחה לע
 הברה הרות דמלש ינפמ וילע הסג

The	Sages further	taught in	praise	of	the	reed:	A	person	should	
always	be	soft	like	a	reed,	and	he	should	not	be	stiff	like	a	cedar.	
An	incident occurred	in	which	Rabbi	Elazar,	son	of	Rabbi	Shimon,	
came	from	Migdal	Gedor,	from	his	rabbi’s	house,	and	he	was	
riding	on	a	donkey	and	strolling	on	the	bank	of	the	river.	And	he	
was	very	happy,	and	his	head	was	swollen	with	pride	because	he	
had	studied	much	Torah.



Source	1:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud	
Taanit	20AB

 המכ הקיר ול רמא ול ריזחה אלו יבר ךילע םולש ול רמא רתויב רעוכמ היהש דחא םדא ול ןמדזנ
 ןמואל רומאו ךל אלא עדוי יניא ול רמא ךתומכ ןירעוכמ ךריע ינב לכ אמש שיאה ותוא רעוכמ
 ול רמאו וינפל חטתשנו רומחה ןמ דרי אטחש ומצעב עדיש ןויכ תישעש הז ילכ רעוכמ המכ ינאשעש
 הז ילכ רעוכמ המכ ול רומאו ינאשעש ןמואל ךלתש דע ךל לחומ יניא ול רמא יל לוחמ ךל יתינענ

 תישעש

He	happened upon	an	exceedingly	ugly	person,who	said	to	him:	Greetings	to	you,	
my	rabbi,	but Rabbi	Elazar	did	not	return his	greeting.	Instead,	Rabbi	Elazar	said	to	
him:	Worthless	[reika] person,	how	ugly	is	that	man.	Are	all	the	people	of	your	
city	as	ugly	as	you? The	man	said	to	him:	I	do	not	know,	but	you should	go	and	say	
to	the	Craftsman	Who	made	me:	How	ugly	is	the	vessel	you	made.	When Rabbi	
Elazar	realized	that	he had	sinned and	insulted	this	man	merely	on	account	of	his	
appearance,	he	descended	from	his	donkey	and	prostrated	himself	before	him,	
and	he	said	to the	man:	I	have	sinned	against	you;	forgive	me. The	man	said	to	
him:	I	will	not	forgive	you	go	until	you	go	to	the	Craftsman	Who	made	me	and	
say:	How	ugly	is	the	vessel	you	made.



Source	1:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud	
Taanit	20AB

 ירומ יבר יבר ךילע םולש ול םירמוא ויהו ותארקל וריע ינב ואצי וריעל עיגהש דע וירחא לייטמ היה
 וברי לא יבר הז םא םהל רמא ךירחא לייטמש הזל ול ורמא יבר יבר ןירוק םתא ימל םהל רמא ירומ
 לודג םדאש ול לוחמ כ"פעא ול ורמא יל השע ךכו ךכ םהל רמא המ ינפמ ול ורמא לארשיב ותומכ
 אוה הרותב

He	walked	behind the	man,	trying	to	appease	him,	until	they	reached
Rabbi	Elazar’s	city.	The	people	of	his	city	came	out	to	greet	him,	saying	to	
him:	Greetings	to	you,	my	rabbi,	my	rabbi,	my	master,	my	master. The	
man	said	to	them:	Who	are	you	calling	my	rabbi,	my	rabbi?	They	said	to	
him:	To	this	man,	who	is	walking	behind	you.	He	said	to	them:	If	this
man	is	a	rabbi,	may	there	not	be	many	like	him	among	the	Jewish	
people.	They	asked	him:	For	what reason	do	you	say	this?	He	said	to	
them:	He	did	such	and	such	to	me.	They	said	to	him:	Even	so, forgive	him,	
as	he	is	a	great	Torah	scholar.



Source	1:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud	
Taanit	20AB

 יבר ןב רזעלא יבר סנכנ דימ ןכ תושעל ליגר אהי אלש דבלבו ול לחומ ינירה םכליבשב םהל רמא
 סומלוק הנמיה לוטיל הנק הכז ךכיפלו זראכ השק אהי לאו הנקכ ךר םדא אהי םלועל שרדו ןועמש
תוזוזמו ןיליפת הרות רפס וב בותכל : 

He	said	to	them:	For	your	sakes	I	forgive	him,	provided	
that he	accepts	upon	himself	not	to	become	accustomed	to	
behave	like	this.	Immediately,	Rabbi	Elazar,	son	of	Rabbi	
Shimon,	entered	the	study	hall	and	taught:	A	person	
should	always	be	soft	like	a	reed	and	he	should	not	be	stiff	
like	a	cedar, as	one	who	is	proud	like	a	cedar	is	likely	to	sin.	
And	therefore, due	to	its	gentle	qualities,	the	reed	merited
that	a	quill	is	taken	from	it	to	write	with	it	a	Torah	scroll,	
phylacteries,	and	mezuzot.



Source	2:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud,	
Brachot	58A

 לאֵרָשְׂיִ יכֵלְמַ תארַקְלִ אֹלוְ .לאֵרָשְׂיִ יכֵלְמַ תארַקְלִ ץוּרלָ םדָאָ לדֵּתַּשְׁיִ םלָוֹעלְ :ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ רמַאָ
 לאֵרָשְׂיִ יכֵלְמַ ןיבֵּ ןיחִבְיַ— הכֶּזְיִ םאִשֶׁ ,םלָוֹעהָ תוֹמּוּא יכֵלְמַ תארַקְלִ וּלּיפִאֲ אלָּאֶ ,דבַלְבִּ
םלָוֹעהָ תוֹמּוּא יכֵלְמַלְ . 

Rabbi	Yoḥanan	said:	One	should	always	strive	to	run	
toward	kings	of	Israel to	greet	them.	And	not	only
should	he	run	toward	kings	of	Israel,	but	also	toward	
kings	of	the	nations	of	the	world,	so	that	if	he	will	be	
privileged to	witnesses	the	glory	of	the	Messiah	(Rashi)	
and	the	World-to-Come,	he	will	distinguish	between	
the	kings	of	Israel	and	the	kings	of	the	nations	of	the	
world.



Source	2:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud,	
Brachot	58A

 תשֶׁשֵׁ ברַיכֵלְמַ תארַקְלִ אֹלוְ .לאֵרָשְׂיִ יכֵלְמַ תארַקְלִ ץוּרלָ םדָאָ לדֵּתַּשְׁיִ םלָוֹעלְ :ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ רמַאָ
 אוּההָ הּיחֵכְּשְׁאַ .תשֶׁשֵׁ ברַ וּהייְדַהֲבַּ לזַאֲ םקָוְ ,אכָּלְמַ יפֵּאַ ילֵוֹבּקַלְ אמָלְעָ ילֵּוּכּ ילִזְאָקָ וֹוהֲ .הוָהֲ רוֹהנְ יגִּסַ
 .אתָייְמַּקַ אדָּנְוּגּ ףלַחֲ .Tנָּימִ יפֵטְ אנָעְדַיָדְּ יזִחֲ אתָּ :הּילֵ רמַאֲ ?אייָלְ ינֵגְכַּ ,ארָהְנַלְ יבֵצְחַ :הּילֵ רמַאֲ ,אנָימִ
 יכִּ .אנָייָנְתִּ אדָּנְוּגּ ףלַחֲ .יתֵאָקָ אלָ :תשֶׁשֵׁ ברַ הּילֵ רמַאֲ .אכָּלְמַ אתָאֲ :אנָימִ אוּההָ הּילֵ רמַאֲ ,אשָׁווְאָ אקָ יכִּ
 ףילֵחָ .אכָּלְמַ יתֵאָ אקָ אלָ :תשֶׁשֵׁ ברַ הּילֵ רמַאֲ .אכָּלְמַ יתֵאָ אקָ אתָּשְׁהַ :אנָימִ אוּההָ הּילֵ רמַאֲ ,אשָׁווְאָ אקָ

אכָּלְמַ יתֵאָ אתָּשְׁהַ יאדַּוַ :תשֶׁשֵׁ ברַ הּילֵ רמַאֲ ,אקָתְשָׁ אקָ יכִּ .יאתַילִתְּ . 
The	Gemara	relates:	Rav	Sheshet	was	blind.	Everyone	was	going	to	greet	the	king	
and	Rav	Sheshet	stood	up	and	went	along	with	them.	This	heretic	found	him
there	and	said	to	him: The	intact	jugs go	to	the	river,	where	do	the	broken jugs	go?
Why	is	a	blind	person	going	to	see	the	king?	Rav	Sheshet	said	to	him:	Come	see	that	I	
know	more	than	you do.	The	first	troop	passed, and	when	the	noise	grew	louder,	
this	heretic	said	to	him:	The	king	is	coming.	Rav	Sheshet	said	to	him: The	king	is	
not	coming.	The	second	troop	passed, and	when	the	noise	grew	louder,	this	
heretic	said	to	him:	Now	the	king	is	coming.	Rav	Sheshet	said	to	him:	The	king	is	
not	coming.	The	third troop	passed, and	when	there	was	silence,	Rav	Sheshet	said	
to	him:	Certainly	now	the	king	is	coming.



Source	2:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud,	
Brachot	58A

 אֹלוְ .לאֵרָשְׂיִ יכֵלְמַ תארַקְלִ ץוּרלָ םדָאָ לדֵּתַּשְׁיִ םלָוֹעלְ :ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ רמַָא
 רהָבָ תָּדְמַעָוְ אצֵ״ :ביתִכְדִּ ,אעָיקִרְדִ אתָוּכלְמַ ןיעֵכְּ אעָרְאַדְ אתָוּכלְמַדְּ :הּילֵ רמַאֲ ?אהָ Dלָ אנָמְ :אנָימִ אוּההָ הּילֵ רמַאֲ
 אֹל שׁעַרַ חַוּרהָ רחַאַוְ ׳ה חַוּרבָ אֹל ׳ה ינֵפְלִ םיעִלָסְ רבֵּשַׁמְוּ םירִהָ קרֵפָמְ קזָחָוְ הלָוֹדגְּ חַוּרוְ רבֵעֹ ׳ה הנֵּהִוְ ׳ה ינֵפְלִ

״הקָּדַ המָמָדְּ לוֹק שׁאֵהָ רחַאַוְ ׳ה שׁאֵבָ אֹל שׁאֵ שׁעַרַהָ רחַאַוְ .׳ה שׁעַרַבָ . 
This	heretic	said	to	him:	How	do	you	know	this? Rav	Sheshet	said	to	him:	Royalty	on	earth	is	
like	royalty	in	the	heavens,	as	it	is	written with	regard	to	God’s	revelation	to	Elijah	the	Prophet	
on	Mount	Horeb:	
“And	He	said:	Go	forth,	and	stand	upon	the	mount	before	the	Lord.
And,	behold,	the	Lord	passed	by,	and	a	great	and	strong	wind	rent	the	mountains,	and	broke	
in	pieces	the	rocks	before	the	Lord;
but	the	Lord	was	not	in	the	wind;
and	after	the	wind	an	earthquake;
but	the	Lord	was	not	in	the	earthquake;
and	after	the	earthquake	a	fire;
but	the	Lord	was	not	in	the	fire;
and	after	the	fire	a	still	small	voice.
And	it	was	so,	when	Elijah	heard	it,	that	he	wrapped	his	face	in	his	mantle	and	went	out,	and	stood	
in	the	entrance	of	the	cave”	(I	Kings	19:11–13).	God’s	revelation	was	specifically	at	the	moment	of	
silence.	

file:///C:%5CI_Kings.19.11-13


Source	2:	Talmud	Bavli/Babylonian	Talmud,	
Brachot	58A

 הּילֵ תיזֵחָ אלָדְּ ןאמַלְ :אנָימִ אוּההָ הּילֵ רמַאֲ .הּילֵ Mרֵבָמְ אקָוְ תשֶׁשֵׁ ברַ חתַפָּ ,אכָּלְמַ אתָאֲ יכִּ
 אכָּיאִוְ ,הּינֵיעֵלְ וּהנְילִחְכַּ יהִוֹרבְחַ :ירִמְאָדְּ אכָּיאִ ?אנָימִ אוּההָדְּ הּילֵעֲ יוִהֲ יאמַוּ ?תְּכַרְבָמְ אקָ
תוֹמצָעֲ לשֶׁ לגַּ השָׂעֲנַוְ ,וֹבּ וינָיעֵ ןתַנָ תשֶׁשֵׁ ברַ :ירִמְאָדְּ . 

When	the	king	came,	Rav	Sheshet	began	to	bless	him.	
The	hereticmockingly	said	to	him:	Do	you	bless	
someone	you	do	not	see? The	Gemara	asks:	And	what	
ultimately	happened	to	this	heretic?	Some	say that	his	
friends	gouged	out	his	eyes,	and	some	say that	Rav	
Sheshet	fixed	his	gaze	upon	him,	and the	heretic	
became	a	pile	of	bones.


